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Lining the Boundary of Gangnam:
An Examination of Social Area Analysis and Factorial Ecology

Su-Yeul Chung*
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Abstract : No place like Gangnam brings about mixed feelings to Koreans. It not only stimulates one’s ap-
petite for success and sense of achievement, but also makes one got discouraged and frustrated. As the most
desired living place, the boundary of Gangnam should be clear with its distinguished neighborhood charac-
teristics. However, the previous literatures fall short in clarifying the boundary of Gangnam partly because
they adapted only a few selected criteria and/or neglecting the whole structure of urban residential space.
This study defined Gangnam as a territorialized place and attempted to line its boundary by adapting social
area analysis and factorial ecology. It extracted 22 variables across four field related to neighborhood charac-
teristics from the dataset SalGiJooeun WooRiDongNae and summarized them into four through principle
component analysis. By doing so, it could identify the four types of neighborhoods in Seoul. The second type
corresponds to the Gangnam-style neighborhood. Its boundary and scale is best described with ‘central and

northern part of Gangnam 3-districts.

Key Words : Gangnam, territorialized place, boundary, social area analysis, factorial ecology
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