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A Geographical Study of Therapeutic Spaces
after the Disaster of the MV Sewol in a Local Community
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Abstract : The ultimate goal of this research is to examine the geographical characteristics of therapeutic
spaces where have been appeared in Wa-dong and Gojan-dong, Ansan-si after the disaster of the MV Sewol.
As looking into the inside, the aim of the therapeutic spaces, which cover each target group (victims) individ-
ually, is various and different because the disaster of the MV Sewol generated various direct and indirect vic-
tims requiring healing. The therapeutic spaces are estimated at about 10 organizations and are leaded by pri-

vate agents predominantly. Furthermore, the therapeutic spaces are located near, but are aside from Danwon
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high school where many students are reported killed and injured in the incident. And the therapeutic spaces

provide simple and repetitive diversions, for example, having a meal, knitting and studying, rather than spe-

cial programs to restore a broken daily life to the original state. On the basis of such a background, the geo-

graphical characteristics of the therapeutic spaces related to the disaster of the MV Sewol can be summarized

as follows; first, it seems that target groups accept the therapeutic spaces as the concept of place gradually.

Even though most of the therapeutic spaces were suggested by third parties at first, target groups are involved

in the management and recollection of their own therapeutic spaces as well as the plan for a future direction

now; and consider the therapeutic spaces as exclusive properties. Second, the disaster of the MV Sewol have

embedded collective trauma to not only direct victims, but extensive groups such as parents, brothers and sis-

ters, relatives, friends and neighbors as noted earlier. Therefore, the therapeutic spaces support comprehensive

target groups; but each therapeutic space is not overlapped each other. However, to solve collective trauma in

a local community effectively, the therapeutic spaces are networked closely and build a regular cooperative

system. Third, a continuous memory is mentioned as an important point to overcome collective trauma, but

some phenomena such as fatigue and conflict with neighbors, out-migrants and a faded atmosphere as time

passes act as risk factors in Ansan-si. To keep a continuous memory, the therapeutic spaces attempt the re-

covery of local communities and devise various events, for example, cultural performances; furthermore, are

closely connected with external organizations.
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