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The Possibility of Flooding and Human Activities of Gyeongju Area
in Ancint Times*
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Abstract : The Royal District in Gyeungju-city was placed in lower surface of alluvial fan that was formed during the
Last Glacial Age. During the Holocene, Bukcheon-river was reached in the dynamic equilibrium status and the form of
river channel was similar or same to the present. The cases of dying people and carrying houses away by flood for
ancient history in Gyeongju were six times, in 131, 160, 350, 496, 657 and 703. Like this big flood was happened at
interval of 150~200years. A period of big flood appearance in Bukcheon-river was extremely long. Therefore the
people who had lived in Gyeongju for ancient history perceived that most part of riverbed of Bukcheon-river was a
safety place from flood damages. Not only private houses. In east part of Bunhwangsa temple, that is, west side of
Bukcheon-river where the river energy is maximum, a pillow block was built to prevent a lateral erosion but any
artificial riverbank was not. In spite of high flood possibility in Bukcheon-river, there was no facility to prevent floods
in this section. Also, deposits of flood are not identified. This point is very suggestive that Bukcheon-river did not flood
for ancient history.
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