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A Study on Colonial Modernity of Commercial Space in the
Case of Commercial Companies in Kyungsung(Seoul)
during Japanese Colonial Period
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Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to study on colonial modernity of commercial space in the case of
commercial companies in Kyungsung(Seoul) during Japanese colonial period. Commercial companies in
Bonjung2jungmok had the greatest growth in the numbers and the scale of company’s capital from 1920s to 1930s.
Japanese’s commercial companies had concentrated in Bonjungljungmok and the scale of Japanese’s capital had been
the greatest in Hwanggumjung2jungmok. Korean merchants had tried to change their commercial organization to
modern and capitalistic system in the face of infiltration of Japanese merchant capital in Kyungsung. They had
established some modern stock companies and had managed a few companies of large capital such as
Huwashinyeonshejum(a multiple shop) in Jongro2jungmok. We may observe the modernity of commercial companies
in some modern stock commercial companies and the activities of commercial merchants in Kyungsung. But Korean’s
commercial companies had been small-scale businesses in comparison with Japanese’s commercial companies.
Colonialism in commercial space in Kyungsung had been appeared doubly in ethnical segregation of commercial
activities and the scale of commercial capital.

Key Words : commercial space, colonial modernity, colonial city, commercial company, ethnical segregation
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