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A Geographical Study of “Poong-Soo,” a Korean

Traditional Geomancy

Summary :

“Poong-Soo0” is a kind of Korean traditional
geomancies. Literally it means wind and water,
but in a strict sense its connotations are very
profound.

Koreans selected building sites and burial gro-
unds from certain ideas o'f geomancial point of
view. Also they chose the reasonable place for
the capital city like that. [n that case they
called the ideas "Poong-Soo{ BK).

It originates in the ancient times, but it pre-
vailed at about one thousand and one hundred
years ago when the theoretical “Poong-Soo”was
introduced into Korea from China. Above all
Wang-Gun, the founder of the Koryo-Dynasty
(AD. 918-1392), embraced the thought of “Poong-
Soo” and enforced it to his successors,so it was
at its full bloom time during that dynasty. In
the early stage of the following Choseun-Dynasty
(1392-1910)the kings also believed in that thought.
they acted upon advices of the theorists and as

a matter of fact the capital site was decided in

Seoul through the theoretical discussion of *Poong-

Soo.
We divide it in two kinds. One is the “Eum-
Taek Poong-Soo(fg£@7K)”, the selection of
burial grounds and the “Yang-Taek Poong-Soo
(/K ;”, the selection of building sites and
settlement location is the other. As the kingdom
had been stabilized, "Yang -Taek Poong-Soo”
was disapperred gradually, but “Eum-Taek Poong

-Soo” still remains in the Korean national customs.

Chang-Jo Choi
Young-Han Park

The purpose of “Poong-Soo” is to look for
human felicity by the help of "Ji-Ryuk(is#)”,
a composite ground forces. It is thought that
“Ji-Ryuk” gives good luck to people who select
the favourable sites for their building, settle-
ments, capital or ancester:s burial grounds.

Ancient people thought grounds as a materni-
ty. They gained almost all of their necessaries
of life from the grounds. When their locations
were good enough, their productivity would rise.
And they regarded the influences of grounds as
a decisive fact. In this, magic methods of grounds
selection would be added and they be modified.
Theoretical “"Poong-Soo” was come out through
those processes.

The author limited his consideration only to
the “Yang-Taek Poong-Soo0”, especially the case
of the capital selection, Seoul. According to the
theory, the site of capital city should be located
there, in which it is surrounded with mountains
and rivers (LIKIR4$a), free from the damage of
the flood (/K DOM$Y), and where the main sewera-
ge channel meets the river counter-currently( 4
oK),

Just Seoul is in such cases. The east, west and
north of Seoul are surrounded by Mt. Nak-San,
Mt. In-Wang and Mt. Book-Ak. The main se-
werage system, Chung-Gae-Chun, unite with River
Han-Gang at the point-bar side of the river co-
unter -currently.

As a result of such environments, Seoul is
somewhat screened from the cold north-westsea-
sonal wind in winter and is more or less preser-

ved by the damage of the summer flood. In this



respect, the author thought that superstitious
“Poong-Soo” has a certain value to be discussed
from the modern geographic angle. This thesis
is only the first step towards better studies and

also aims at the arrangement of the theory of

“Poong-So0” as an object.

In conclusion, it is generally accepted that Poong
( ) signifies weather or climate and Soo (k)
means water condition. THat is a kind of tradi-

tional location theory in Korea.



