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A Study on the Tourism Image and Representation of Seoul through
Picture Postcards of the Japanese Colonial Period
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Abstract : This study classified the place image of Seoul based on the picture postcard produced as a tourist
product during the Japanese colonial period, analyzed the frequency, and searched the image representa-
tion aspect, characteristics, and the gaze and perception represented in the image. At that time, Seoul was
emerging as a center of modern tourism as the place identity changed rapidly from ‘Hansung’ of Joseon to
‘Kyungsung’ of Japanese imperialism. As a result of the study, the place image of Seoul is a major part of the
historical landscape and urban landscape. The historical landscape was represented as a ‘Chosunan’, a subject
of dismantling, remodeling, destruction, transformation, and a premodern and declining stagnant tradi-
tion. On the other hand, urban scenery was represented as a developmental symbol of modern civilization as
‘Japanese’. Furthermore, the tourist image of Seoul, which edited the historical scenery and the cityscape, was
a symbol mobilized to secure the colonialization of the space and the legitimacy of the colonial rule through
discriminatory gaze contrast. Therefore, it was confirmed that the picture postcard of modern was used as a
symbol tool for ‘politics of image’ and ‘politics of tourism’ as a political product projected with imperialist

gaze and awareness.
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