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The Meaning of Folk Religious Landscapes in Taiwan As Spiritual Healing
Through a Case Study of the Goddess of Mazu
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Abstract : Even though the Goddess of Mazu as one of the folk religions, which includes Taoism, Buddhism,
Confucianism, and Animism, has been originated from a deified woman since the Song Dynasty, China, it is
a representative religion in Taiwan, which has the power of spiritual healing, and encourages a lot of Taiwan-
ese’ life and emotion through supernatural powers, human relationships based on ‘thicker than blood’, and
peaceful oneness. With this in mind, the goal of this research examines the matter as to how the meaning of
folk religious landscapes as spiritual healing in Taiwan is materialized through a case study of the Goddess
of Mazu; furthermore, this research arrives at considerable results through participant observation and in-
depth/substructured interview. The results are as in the following. First, the meaning of spiritual healing in
the belief of Mazu is materialized by direct/indirect supernatural communication and experiences with the

Goddess of Mazu beyond general prayers. In other words, it embodies in telling fortunes, utilizing natural
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objects, which have miracle powers (in particular, water), and communicating and performing a holy cer-

emony between Jitong as a shaman and believers. Second, even though the believers of Mazu have never met

before, they as the ‘sons/daughters of justice’” have strong human networks (or human relationships) based

on thicker than blood obeying the will of the Goddess of Mazu who puts emphasis on the justice. Also, they

show the supportive and cooperative appearance each other adhesively. Furthermore, each Mazu temple pro-

vides caring and interests like the emotion in rural areas to the believers of Mazu; such community spirit and

solidarity are expanded to a wider level much more during the pilgrimage seasons. Lastly, even though the

purity of the Mazu belief influences on/is influenced by external conditions such as politics and economics

and is occasionally faded in its meaning, the Goddess of Mazu exposes the power that melts the Cross-Strait

Relations as the strained/uneasy relationships. The coexistence and cooperation of the believers between

China and Taiwan are related to the direction, which arrives at the ultimate peace, beyond the political ideol-

ogy. In this sense, the Goddess of Mazu is regarded as the Goddess of Peace instead of the Goddess of Sea.

Key Words : the Goddess of Mazu, folk religions, spiritual healing, therapeutic landscapes, Taiwan
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