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Re-imagining Seoul as ‘the Capital of Citizen’ and Civic Polity
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Abstract : This paper is to emphasize that Seoul as the capital of South Korea should be a dynamic and prac-
tical field leading the rise of citizens’ quality of life and the democratic development of civil society rather
than the highest center of economic and political functions. To do so, it tries to re-imagine Seoul as ‘the capi-
tal of citizen’, and to provide an alternative type of polity, that is, civic polity, discussing models of its policy.
In order to re-imagine Seoul as the capital of citizen, it consider the origin and meaning of both ‘capital’ and
‘citizen’ on the one hand, and explore what has been changed in the civil society of Seoul in its development
process in the context of glocalization on the three levels, that is, a living space of citizens, the capital of na-
tional state, and a global city. And then it discuss the concept of civic polity in which the civil society goes
beyond its autonomy and integrate and manage directly the urban government, alternative models of urban
policy(that is, inclusive city, transitional city, govenance city) to realize the civic polity, and the concept of the
right to the city to justify the necessity of civic polity and its policy models. In conclusion, it looks at briefly
the current policy direction of Seoul city government, emphasizing the significance of the concept of ‘the

capital of citizen’.

Key Words : Seoul, Capital, citizen, the capital of citizen, civil society, civic polity, the right to the city
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